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Abstract. Sections of an adult filarial worm, probably Dirofilaria tenuis or related
species were found within the breast tssue. This is the first human dirofilarial
mtection reported from Trimdad

Introduction

Human infection with dirofilaria have been reported from various parts of the world
[1. 2] Most ol the deseribed lesions manilested as single subcutancous nodules
although a few involved the lung and heart.

Case report

M a Avear-old woman reported (o the hospital with a lump an the upper outer quadrant of her lelt
breast. She was i pood health and there was no evidence ol cutaneous o systemie disease on e xamimation
e chiest N-vay and FCG were normal. The leucoeyte count was 4.2 = 10°/ 1 with 19, cosmophils. Blood
car and stool exammations were negative bor parasites. With a chinical diagnosis ol hibroadenosis, the
st lump was excised
Pathology. A small, hem greyvish white tissue of one centimeter was received and was processed enblock
Mictoscopically, there were numierous cross sections ol a lilarial worm within a dilated lymphatic vessel
surrounded by an inflammatory infiltrate, consisting mainly of lymphocytes ( Figure 1). It was difficult 10
positively idenufy the species from the histological sections. Based on the morphological descriptions [ 3, 4],
che sections o the hilarial worm is suggestive of irofilaria tenus or a related species (Figure 2). The breast
tssue showed hibroadenosis and intraductal hyperplasia

Discussion

A review of the literature on human infection with Dirofilaria revealed that such cases
have been observed throughout the world. The majority ol reported cases are subcuta-
neous infections. Dirofilana located at or near the breast in the subcutancous tissue
have been recorded [5]. Sections of Dirofilaria in the galactophor canal of the breast
have also been noted [6]

Fhere are subtle morphological differences which may help to distinguish certain
species or groups ol species of Dirolilaria [4]. Moreover, itis not possible to correctly
identily the species when small portions of the worms in histological sections are
avatlable for study.
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Figure 2. Transverse section showing the cuticle of the worm, genital tube and intestine (H&E X 200)
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